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ANNUAL REPORT 

To December 31, 1890. 



TO THE MEMBERS OF 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 



The Trustees for the year ending December 31, 1890 re- 
spectfully report : 

RECEIPTS FOR BUDGET ACCOUNT, 1890. 

Jan. 1st. Balance on hand 

From Department of Public Parks 

Annual Members, $10 each 

Mr. John Sloane, Patron. 

Mr. Theo. K. Gibbs, Fellow for Life 

Mr. Robert F. Nathan, " " 

Mr. George Sherman " " 

Admission fees 

Sale of Hand-books. 

Income of General Endowment Funds 

Income of Art Schools Funds and Class Receipts. 
Income account of the Catharine Lorillard Wolfe 

Fund for the expenses of the collection 

Duties refunded by the U. S. Government. .- 

Available Library Funds, 

December 31st, 1889 $404 48 

Income of Library Fund 858 00 



$3,548 21 


24,964 76 


18,660 00 


1,000 00 


200 00 


200 00 


200 00 


6,416 25 


5,684 95 


5.675 85 


9,269 00 


8,071 24 


237 80 



Subscription of Cornelius and Wm. K. Vander- 
bilt, to pay collateral tax on legacy of the late 
William H. Vanderbilt 

Balance 



(4*9) 



757 48 



5,883 34 
6,893 08 

$91,661 86 
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DISBURSEMENTS FOR BUDGET ACCOUNT, 1890. 

For Salaries and Wages $49, 682 73 

" General Expenses 11,50187 

" Additions to the Library 1,257 43 

" Expenses of the Art Schools and payment of balance of Art 

Schools account 10,258 49 

" Printing Hand-books 1,458 96 

" Fitting up an Atelier, desk, etc 547 30 

" Expenses of the Catharine Lorillard Wolfe coll 8,071 24 

" Collateral tax on legacy of the late Wm. H. Vanderbilt 5,883 34 

" Loan of 1889paid 8,000 00 

$91,661 86 
PROPERTY ACCOUNTS. 
RECEIPTS. 

From Subscription of Mr. W. L. Andrews $ 60 00 

" Subscription in part payment of Sarcophagus. . . . 4,000 00 
" The Levi Hale Willard Fund 12,760 10 



$16,810 10 
Balance 6,496 66 



$23,806 66 



DISBURSEMENTS. 



For purchase of objects of Art, including part payment for Sar- 
cophagus and balance of purchases of former years $10,546 66 

" material and wages for setting up casts, Willard 

Collection $6,816 21 

" purchases by the Willard Commission 6,943 89 

12,760 10 



$23,806 66 



CATHARINE LORILLARD WOLFE FUND. 

INCOME ACCOUNT. 

Jan. 1st. Balance on hand uninvested $5,822 94 

Income from investments 9,830 84 



$15,663 78 



DISBURSEMENTS. 

Transfer to Budget account to pay expenses of the 

collection $3,071 24 

Investments ... 4,816 89 

Balance on hand and in Trust Co 8,266 15 



$15,653 78 



471 
FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE MUSEUM. 

DR. 

Balance of Catharine Lorillard Wolfe Fund to be invested $8,266 16 

Endowment Funds to be invested 12,625 00 

Art Schools Funds " " 806 18 

" Library Funds available 201 00 

Levi Hale Willard Fund available 27,747 65 

Loan (since paid) 18,000 00 

$62,145 98 

CR. 

Balance in Bank and Trust Co $48,766 89 

Balance 18,889 59 

$62;145 98 
ENDOWMENT AND OTHER FUNDS. 

W. H. VANDERBILT FUND. 

Income only to be used as the Board may direct. 

AmountofFund $100,000 00 

JOHN JACOB ASTOR FUND. 

Income only to be used as the Board may direct. 

Amount of Fund . $47,625 00 

GIDEON F. T. REED FUND FOR THE ART SCHOOLS. 

Income only to be used for the support of the Schools. 

Amount of Fund $50,000 00 

HENRY G. MARQUAND FUND FOR THE ART SCHOOLS. 

Income only to be used for the support of the Schools. 

AmountofFund $80,000 00 

LIBRARY FUND. 

Income only to be used to make additions to the Library. 

AmountofFund $7,200 00 

CATHARINE LORILLARD WOLFE FUND. 
The income only to be used for the care and increase of the collection. 

PRINCIPAL. 

AmountofFund ' $200,000 00 

Balance of income unexpended 12,582 54 

$212,58-2 54 
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LEVI HALE WILLARD FUND. 

FOR THE PURCHASE OF ARCHITECTURAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Amount of Fund received $75,773 68 

Income of investments received to date 24,201 OS 

|99,973 63 
Amount expended to date 60,225 98 

Balance. $89,747 65 

It will be seen from this report that our income for the year 
has not been sufficient for our expenses. This deficiency 
has not been owing to any want of economy. The in- 
stitution has been carried on at a rate of expenditure, which, 
when compared with that of other like museums, is surprisingly low. 
The large growth which we have so rapidly attained is accom- 
panied with large increase of expense, and is without correspond- 
ing increase of income. What it has cost the members of the 
Museum of Art to sustain their institution, is seen in the figures. 

The City of New York has contributed during the past 

year towards the maintenance of the Museum. . $24,964 76 
The Trustees of the Museum of Art have expended 

in addition 52,699 51 

Total $77,664 27 

These expenses are increasing from month to month, and it 
is impossible to arrest the increase, without arresting our growth 
and usefulness. 

It is a reason for justifiable pride that this institution has 
been conducted to its present magnitude by the voluntary coop- 
eration of its membership. 

The extensive addition to the building which was made in 1888, 
was immediately utilized to its utmost capacity. Another exten- 
sion of equal magnitude became necessary. The city authorities, 
in pursuance of the agreement to furnish buildings which we agree 
to fill with works of art for public education, have appropriated 
$400,000 for the erection of a north wing, and the excavations for 
foundations have been made during the past year. It is not 
expected that this addition can be ready for occupation before 
1892. 
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It has always been the purpose of the Trustees to provide 
courses of lectures for members of the Museum, on subjects con- 
nected with art and art history. The sole reason for not carrying 
out this purpose has been the want of means. During the year 
past Mr. Alexander S. Murray, Keeper of Greek and Roman 
Antiquities in the British Museum, was invited to visit us, and 
while here delivered three important and valuable lectures on 
Ancient Greek Art. Mr. Louis Fagan, Keeper of Prints in the 
same museum, being in this country, delivered two lectures, by 
invitation, one on the history of wood-engraving, the other on 
etching, which were highly appreciated by large audiences. 

The expense of these lectures was borne by the Trustees, 
and therefore does not appear on the books of the treasurer. 

Lectures of practical value to students have been continued 
in the Art Schools. 

Annexed to this Report will be found a list of donations of 
works of art during the year. Each of these is a valuable addi- 
tion to the Museum's collections. 

Our galleries have been notably enriched by the gifts of the 
President, who has added to his former gifts of works by old mas- 
ters in painting, a number of other examples of eminent artists. 
Of the other additions to the galleries, particularly worthy of 
mention are : Auguste Bonheur's " Woodlands and Cattle, En- 
virons of Fontainebleau," presented by Mr. James Clinch Smith 
and his sisters ; Benjamin Constant's " The Emperor Justinian 
and his Counselors," presented by Mr. Godfrey Mannheimer ; and 
Picknell's " Bleak December," presented by Mr. S. P. Avery, Jr. 

Among the noteworthy objects presented are the models of 
engines and other inventions of the late Captain John Ericsson, 
presented by George H. Robinson, Esq. These models are them- 
selves beautiful works of art in metal, and as cherished posses- 
sions of the eminent inventor, will always be viewed with interest. 
From want of room in the present building, these will not be 
exhibited till the north wing is completed. 

Mr. Edward D.Adams has presented to us twenty-seven large 
volumes of photographic representations of works of art of the 
Renaissance period. This valuable gift did not arrive from 
Europe until after the close of the year, and will appear among 
donations in 1891, 
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Our Egyptian collections have been increased by various 
accessions. The series of examples of textile fabrics, presented 
by Mr. George F. Baker, not only illustrates ancient stuffs and 
needle-work, the product of successive schools of art in Egypt 
from ancient to comparatively modern periods, but has great im- 
portance in the general history of such works. In this connection 
should be noted a collection of Egyptian cloths purchased by 
the Museum two years ago. It is believed that the illustrations 
we now possess of the history of stuffs, leave little to be added 
to cover a continuous period of three thousand years. 

By private subscription of $4,000 among the trustees, we 
have been enabled to secure at a cost of $6,000, a Roman Sarco- 
phagus, of the second or third century. It is hoped that the 
balance of $2,000 will be obtained by further special subscriptions. 
This Sarcophagus is one of the finest of its kind in existence, and 
is in excellent preservation. 

The Librarian reports additions to the Library, which will be 
found in the accompanying list of donations. The small amount 
which we are able to appropriate annually for the library has been 
chiefly expended in purchase of books, &c, absolutely needed in 
the work of the Museum. While we are in receipt of so many 
and valuable works of art from year to year, it is remarkable that 
so few persons appear to recognise the importance of giving to 
the Library. While we are acquiring examples of ancient and 
modern art, it is not to be forgotten that many, which we can 
never possess, are made accessible to us in books and publica- 
tions which ought to be in our library. 

The Willard Collection of architectural casts has assumed 
shape during the year, under the direction of the Committee on 
Sculpture. The objects have been purchased in Europe by the 
Commission appointed by the New York Chapter of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Architects. The Committee report that these 
casts have been received from time to time as they arrived at 
the Museum. All the larger objects were cast in many separate 
pieces, in some instances more than a hundred. 

There are still many (large) models to arrive, and the collec- 
tion therefore remains for the present incomplete. The collec- 
tion thus far has been greatly appreciated by the public, and 
promises to be a noble monument to its founder, Mr. Willard. 



475 

The Art Schools Committee report that the Art Schools are 
in a greatly improved condition. The result of past study and 
experiment has developed a school in which the principles of 
teaching are closely allied to those accepted by the best authori- 
ties. We have a large and earnest class of pupils attending the 
schools. 

The prizes given by Messrs. Hoe and Mills have developed 
much enthusiasm. It is hoped that a traveling scholarship may 
be possible in the near future. It is worthy of notice that, 
besides the free-hand drawing classes, we have a large number of 
students studying Ornamental Design, Illustration and Architec- 
ture, all of which branches are calculated to enable them to 
earn their livings readily. 

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE: 



Preparatory class 50 

Antique " 55 

Life " 40 

Still Life 15 



Architecture 30 

Ornamental Design 16 

Illustration 24 

Sculpture ' 10 



Average male attendance 100 

Average female " 140 

It was the desire of the City authorities that the Museum 
should be opened free to the public two evenings in the week, and 
for that purpose they proposed to increase the annual payment of 
the City to the Museum by $10,000. The Trustees accepted the 
proposal, and the galleries have been open on every Tuesday and 
Saturday evening. The average number of visitors per evening 
has been 385. The largest number on any one evening was 780, 
on May 24th. 

The Trustees, at the close of the twentieth year of the Museum, 
while congratulating the members on the wonderful growth and 
prosperity of their institution, must, at the same time, direct their 
serious attention to the future. The generosity which has enabled 
us to possess such valuable collections, is unexampled in the 
history of museums. But, with this accumulation, we lack the 
means of caring for them and exhibiting them for the enjoy- 
ment and education of the public. A very large part of that 
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necessary work, which in other museums is done by salaried 
officers, is here done by individual trustees. That particular 
class of work is increasing largely. The number of employees in 
the several departments is too small now for efficient service, 
and with increased art property must be increased. A new 
extension of buildings soon to be occupied will add at least thirty 
per cent, to the current expenses. Marvellous as has been the 
generosity of members, a museum ought not to be dependent 
wholly on free gifts of works of art. Opportunities are con- 
stantly occurring for the purchase of collections and single ob- 
jects, which would be of the highest interest and importance. It 
is a very unfortunate position that the entire income of the 
Museum must be devoted to its current expenses. We have no 
means for judicious purchases, which would go toward systema- 
tizing and increasing the educational power of the varied and 
valuable gifts which we receive. 

The future of the institution demands that our attention be 
now directed to this subject: the provision of a permanent annual 
income, which will enable your Trustees to increase the efficiency 
of the Museum, meet the cost of accumulating possessions, and 
make, from time to time, such additions as will add to our use- 
fulness. 

New York, January 31st, 1891. 

By order, 

HENRY G. MARQUAND, 

President. 
LOUIS P. DI CESNOLA, 

Secretary. 



